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ills et. præcipue in cognitione rerum 
rugiferum, tmnis te exempli dacumenta in illuſtri 
monumento intueri : inde tibi tuæęue reipublice quod 


imitere,  capias, inde fedum, JR 4 exitug, 
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LETTER io 


FHOEVER has been 1 . 
to read with Attention, the Hiſto- 
rians, Orators, and ſatyric Poets of 
Sv and Rome, that wrote towards the De- 
a of thoſe States, and obſerved the Man- 

, Purſuits, Objects, and ruling  Paffions 
W theſs People, together with the Symptoms 
of impending Ruin, preſaged and delineated - 
8 thoſe Men of ſuperior Genius, muſt, on 
Compariſon with what prevails at preſent in 
England, be deeply touched with the Anas 
logy. The Philippics of Demoſthenes are fo 


replete with ſtriking Pictures and vivid Re- 


preſentations, drawn from Obſervation, on 
you paſſed a at Athens during his Time [ and 
A ©. £2 


\ 
J 


141 


e W to the People and preſent State 
of this Country, that-the great Difference of 
the Names of thoſe Perſons who lived, and 


Places which exiſted Two Thouſand Years ago 


in Greece, have not ſufficient Power to with- 


hold my Imagination from being impoſed on 
by the Similitude of Manners; or reſtrain me 
2 believing, that I am reading the Hiſtory 
of Engh omen, and the Preſent Age. | 


1 


7 


' Warn I ſee this Patriot Orator ech, 5 


upbraiding his degenerate Countrymen with 
univerſal Venality and Loſs of public. Virtue ; 
deſcribing themdrown'd in Floods of Self-Jove, 
Pleaſure, and public Shows, ſupinely negli- 
gent of their Country's. Welfare; contemn- 
ing the Merit of all other Nations themy 
ſelves arrogant and ſelf-ſufficient in Exceſs . 
preferring private Opinion to eſtabliſhed Wiſ- 


dom; idolizing Mottals in Power and irre- 


yerent to their Gods: What Eye fo dim that 
cannot diſtinguiſh the Analogy ſo manifeſt 
berween the Athenians of his Time, and thg 
Engl. liſb of ours? What Mind ſo ſtupid : as not 
to 65/2 the ſame Tow? 


Tr ſeems : 8 all I can a 
that 1s Strength, Heppjoeſs, Military, an 
Civil 


Ci 5 } 
Civil. Glory of all Nations, have Ger fühle 
and increaſed in Proportion to the Under 
ſtanding and Virtue of thoſe, who reigned; 
and thoſe who oheyed; and though Numbers 
of Inhabitants and Degrees of Riches may 
be thought by many to oppoſe: this Obſerva- 
tion, yet a juſt Examipation will prove the | 
tach of _ is here ſaid --- bots 


"7 


- if Ha; Dic bus 2031 ? J 922011 
Was it not by „ kngpy Union 
| of thoſe ſuperior Qualifications in the [inſt 
Cyrus, that he extended his Empire from the 
little Realm of Perſia over Nations; .almoſt 
too diſtant to be viſtted, and whoſe Languages 
were unintelligible to each othet, as Xenophon 
has deſcribed them? Yet ſuch is the' Fate and 
Revolution of Empires; Darius with all tlieſe 
Nations in Subjection, with infinite Armies 
and untold Sums of Treaſure, deſerted by 
Virtue only, fell the eaſy Prey of Alexander 
aan a few ere 1-6 


| : Bai this energie binde " virtue in (the | 
common People, and Underſtanding . united 
with it in their Leaders, it is owing that the 
Grecians in their riſing Nee 1 al- 
e aveacaons Exploits. |- an i: os ga 
11 | 5136 WONG isn 
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Toa confire this Truth, 'the well fought 
F ield of Marathon, where Multiades and ten 


thouſand Greeks defeated fix hundred thouſand : 
Per ſians, affords an irrefiſtable Evidence: as 


did the naval Victory of Themiſtocles, who 
ſaved his Country from Perdition, ſuch amaz- 
ing Atchievements can ſmall Numbers, actu- 
ated by their Country's Love, armed with 
the Sword of Virtue, and conducted by ſupe- 
rior. Wiſdom, perform againſt Millions funk 
in Efferninacy, UE and Riches, * 

8 PAR T FI ad invineible whiltt her 
Sons were virtuous, and Leonidas unconquer- 


able but by W 


Even 77 hebes, the * Object of farcaſtle 
Attic Wit, lifted her Head from below 'the 
Duſt, and walked forth the prevailing Power 
of Greece, by the Virtue of one great Man; 
like a new Star ſhe ſhone forth in Luſtre 
amongſt the other Cities : With Epaminondas 
it's reſplendent Courſe began, with him it 
blazed, and with him expired. | 


TAE whole Roman Glory was entirely ow- 


. ing to the Virtue of it's Inhabitants, whilſt the 


greateſt Honour attended Integrity in Poverty, 
and private Parſimony Was FIGS { ; Whilſt their 
Generals 


1 


Generals tilled their, own little Farms, and the 
Labo ur of their Hands gave their Children i 
the Bread of Virtue; whilſt, Merit brought 
Dictators from the Plough, to rule a Nation, 
the Romans were inſuperable,: Yet, when their 
Emperors poſſeſſed half the Globe and half 
the Riches on it's Surface, this very People be- 
came the eaſy Capture of Gocke 49  andatt., 


In this Manner will Nations pooh. who | 
renounce the DiQates of Virtue. 


II all Situations, where Nations are e equal 
in the Qualities of the Heart, the Chief Who 
excels in Underſtanding prevails in. his. Un- 
dertakings. The Moment Marlborough left 
the Command of the Army, Villars conquered 


the Allies, 00 the 17 — — * — 


3444 


| diſappointed the Attempts: of the . 

being now no more, left an eaſy Conqueſt — 
over the Troops he bad commanded, and his 
Country, to be invaded by Montecuculi. 


PETER the Ruſſian Emperor, by Dint 4 
Genius created a civilized People from Beings 
little better than Brutes. The very Man, who 
With 1 more than a Hundred Thouſand. of his 


TP 


8 57 
Tibbps fedbefbes* the A (pproach of ci ci ghtThou- 
find'Swedes? and the ſevere Vittue of Chi res, 
m His Beginning Reign, became at 1aft bis 
Conqueror, * made dom: rene hea | 
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Tur bert Sovereign of Pruſſia, the 
' patriot King, who has reſcued his Subjects 
from the Rapine of the Law, who infiitutes 
and ſuſtains Manufacturies, encourages | Arts 
and Sciences, promotes Induftry, opens new 
5 Trades, extends his Commerce, "enlarges his 
Dominions, aggrandizes his Name, and holds 
the Balance of Europe; is a living Inſtance of 
what exalted Underſtanding 0 on: a Tr can 
effect for a Ne 1 5 
2101 ö dad ic Dont n 
TW. this Nalnder our Waſtcious Queen, Eli- 
zabeth reigned over the Hearts of a free Peo- 
ple, directed by upright Miniſters, %o her Sub- 
jects Good. In this Manner it might have 
- ebnitinued, if the cold, conceited Dilp uta- 
tious, man- loving Scot, had not "led the 
PT brite of England, and blaſted with his 
Northern Breath the blooming Plants of 
ny | which ſhe bad raiſed. 


As are the Finck and Midifters, ſuch have 
ever been the People who live beneath their 
Influence, in England and all Nations. 

W 5 EvEN 


hag 


Fi 


PRES long alt bake, aßd every Vieh 
prevailed at Rome, a virtuous Emperor 
recalled the People to Greatneſs and Felicity; 


the Reigns of Trajan and Antoninus Pius : 
were equal in Happineſs and Glory, to the 


un OG ra of the Roman I ame. 


v IRT UE and Wildom, Vice 100 Venality; 
have: ever been; the firſt the Sources of na- 
tional Happineſs and Sacceſs, * dunn 1 
e r e ei 

To flatter ourſelves then, hos the cared 
Cauſes which deſtroyed Greeee and Rome will 
not generate the like Conſequences in Eug- 


land, is to delude ourſelves like Children with 


ſelf-willed, over- weaning Fondneſs, It is to 
ſappoſe that the original Inſtitation of all 
Things is eſtabliſhed on vague and capricious 
Principles, and that thoſe degenerate Facul- 
ties of mental Nature, which have begotten, 


Ruin in all other Countries, will not n | 


the ſame Effect i in this Iſland, 


1 is to belive that Corruption of Wien: 


and public Virtue ; . Love of Eafe and Search 
of Danger; Inſolence and true Bravery; 


n of Heaven and Contempt of 
. D 


q 1% 
Death, dan be exiſting in dhe Cube Beople; 
that: the Courſe of Nature is ſuſpended in 
our Favour, or that England is exempted 
from the Conditions Which Providence fut 
fxt on + nate Things, . 11 Lnlt{9 % BGA, 


, 15 ; 
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Is 3 ee a lels Abſardity - 
to congeive that phyſical, Principles, Which | 
produce Putrefaction and Diſſolution in ve- 
getable and animal Nature, may exiſt in full 
Energy, and yet theſe Subſtances remain un- 
altered, incorrupt, and . from that In- 

ee = 5 


11. A ban nd 2 1 5 evi; 5 
* wg ate + in 8 wt the 
ame Effect on the Soul that the putrefactive 
Principle has on Matter? Does it not deſtroy 
the Union of it's Parts, and diſſipate that 
ſtrong attractive Power which holds the 
Mind ficm, and reſiſting, all vicious Attacks? | 
Deprived of Virtue, it no longer poſſeſſes 
Strength or Vigour; it becomes feeble and 


effete. Vet, as in preſerving animal and 
vegetable Subſtances from Decay, Art may 


ſupply the Abſence of Nature in ſome, De- 
gree; ſo in Societies and moral Nature, Wiſ- 
dom may reſtrain the precipitate Fall of Na- 
Nong, and preſerve them from total Ruin, 
hs” 


Tg IT "I 
tho it may never reſtore en to An ns | 
nal Ee” d I 7 | 3 


1 . eee 5 | 
man Word Virtus, which" ſi genes 3 
has a Propriety in expreſſing = Idea beyond 
al the few-Languages'T have any Knowledge 
of; it ſeems to embrace the whole in Man 
which conſpires to perfect that Attribute; 
Courage has been deemed by that People an 
Emanation of every Virtue, the Reſult of all 
others combined; and therefore by way of 
Eminence diſtinguiſhed by that Appellation 


2 2 


Virtus, the Virtus. They had remarked, that 


in Proportion as the Boſom is replete with 
Probity and Truth, the Love of it's Country 
and it's Gods; fo is the Heart- eff inizbits 
; = with: ney" "RPE. gs; i Ow 0 
Tm Ar Breaſt Which 3s freeſ Gon) Pollu- 
tion, is the leaſt intimidated at Danger; the 
pureſt Soul is foremoſt: in offering up Life 4 
Sacrifice to it's Country, whereas the conta · 


minated ſkulks to fave itſelf in Cowardiee. 


Turs was the unvarying'ChargQtriſtics' of | 
Perfians, Greeks,. bannen in en ner 
£ 92 act 4 11118 FEY 8⁰¹ B. 2 hae. 0 
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Mates, and Patriotiſm urges. him to Battle, 


[ 12 ] 


of greateſt Glory, dil at Length their Souls, 
debaſed by Corruption and Pleaſure, becatng 
puſillanimous in Action, even in thoſe Men 


whoſe Mints were not influenced by 2. er- 
tain Fow bs future Fagiſh ments. . 


T'w19- Kind 4 Cawardice receives A 1 


Cauſe, and this Obſervation a farther Con- 


firmation in Chriſtian Kingdoms; that Being 
which is depreciated by mean Actions, Cor- 
ruption, and Injuſtice, is eternally haunted 
by the Dread of oppoſing himſelf ta Danger, 

his Fears increaſe with his Vices, that very 
Individual which deſpiſes his Religion and 
defies his God, breathes Inſolence and Out- 
rage apart from Danger, trembles' at the Ap+ 


proach of an Enemy, when Death and con- 
ſcious Guilt recoil upon his Mind, like the 


timid Deer, who, valuing himſelf upon the 
Strength of his Antlers, flies at the firſt Sound- 


olf Hounds which purſue him; or the Lark, 


which ſhrinks to the Boſom ofi the Earth at 
the Sight. of the ne aer hovers over 


his Head. Tr 1241 lt 


Tur Engliſbman whoſe Valour is inſape- 
rable whilſt Integrity ſuſtains, Religion ani= 


muſt 


(13) 
: aun yield an unreſiſting Victory when thoſe 
invigotating Qualities deſert him; however 
true this muſt be acknowledged to be, it 
muſt be confeſſed alſo that the common Pro-. 
ple in no Nation have ever been the Cauſe 
of their own Corruption; it has always taken 
it's Source from the polluted Fountain of the 
Great, and thence ran my thro?! N alk | 
titude below. n 


0 . 
0 7 


Was it not hy Aaceciads at Rome thar by 
Bribes began to ſap the Virtue, pulldte the 
Hearts, and corrupt the Integrity of the N. 
man common People, by purchaſing their 
Votes in the [public Elections of their Ofis 
cers; the Inferior ſought not the Great 


was'a Nation of Probity, till tom 


who ought to have been the voluntaty 
Choice of uninfluented Conſent, debaſod 
their own Sonis and thoſe of their Electors, 
by becoming their Repreſentatives thro' Ve 
nality and Purchaſe. The Man -who fells 
himſelf is more a Slave than he that is ſold 
by another, and deeper Oy ; OP 
N _ REY >. HE CU ITT IC MT 
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H. EN ee Hives Hiſtory a Nase, from 
Obſervation and e it * * 


that Nations have ever ſucceeded according 
to the Virtue and Underſtanding of thoſe who 
| directed them, and have declined and bow 
as os A 8 . ü 


1 14 J. 


F 


1 — ar this Kjogdem is hin with all 
thoſe fatal Symptoms, which foretold the 
Ruin of, other free States, who ſhall deny ? 
In England the King can do no. Wrong, for 


which Reaſon the Mr becomes juſtly 


chargeable with the Errors and . Miſconduct 
of the;State. As are the Talents and Deſigns 
of this Man, will be the Capacities and Pur- 
faits:of thoſe who are em ployed beneath him. 
If we divide the Scale of mental Nature into 


5 ten degrees, and ſuppoſe that of a M 
to be at five, will not all thoſe he appoints 


either in the Army or the Fleet, in Embaſ- 


dies and Council, be below that Degree of 


Underſtanding, his own Judgment muſt in 


his own. Opinion be the moſt perfect of hu+ 


man Intellect in all Plans, Reſolutions, and 
Conduct; be is prevented, by bis: ſhallow: 
hort-ſighted Degree of Underſtanding; from: 
penetrating into the Conceptions and Schemes 
of ſuperior Minds, and muſt neceſſarily chuſe 
thoſe which reſemble hihi in ee of _— 


_ For — Reaſan, ay. Men « him 


rf} and 


* 


try, their Counſel will be rejected and 


0 133 
an one another in Excellence; the WIRED 


bable will it be that they will be-employed 
under him. As theſe Men advance t Per- 


fection in this Scale of intellectual Nature; 
they will grow more incomprehenſible to his 


confined Underſtanding, and be deemed!” as 


Viſionaries and Projectors; in Proportion as 
they are adapted by all the exalted Attributes 


of the Mind to · ſerve their King and Coun 


themſelves excluded; judge then what 


Cataſtrophy muſt attend Kalos 6 4 by 


rected. 1 
; ö ; — = = * 
o 7 *®. x * % 
3 * 
4 1 ” 14 * 4 3 — % 


5 te is with the ae Intellect « as with 


the human; Body, each extends according to 
it's natural Size, each has it's Limit, be 
which it cannot pas; and a Dwarf will reach 
with his Hand as high as Goliab, before the 
Duke of nnn n, will conceive the Ex- 
tent, Force, and Truth of * Earl of 


2 , 


Goes Capacity. * wats" 41071 1— 


Fo this Manner * Reafaning,: when- : 


the Effects of Wickedneſs in a ſucceeding 
Letter] all thoſe. who are under his Direc- 
tion, and of his Choice, muſt participate of 


that 


tom a Mr is weak 125 talk of 


ee et ef 


1 16 : 
char canlonal Calamity; the Stream of Poifor 
which: fifes deſtructive in the Head, will till 
rut on the ſame, 'through the Condvet of al 
char” Body which hes beneath bim. ; 


1 HAVE thus long. intuded on your pa- 
| Keene; my Fellow-Countrymen, to ſhow 
ve that what may be here advaneed is true 
in the View of Nature, as deduced from 
Principle; and verified by Obfervation and 
Experience in the Hiftory of Mankind, to 
convince you that Love of my Country, and 
not Malevolence to M rs, Truth and 
not Scandal, Good-will towards Mankind, 
and no latent Averſion againſt Indiwi- 
duals, have Horn” wh. 4 oa Motives to thiy 


| One" 


In alt Rein 1 ſhall Conte cayfelf fox 


verely to Truth, and attempt to draw no In- 
ferences which do not appear evidently de- 
duceable from preceding Facts: In executing 
this, however derogatory to the Capacity 
of thoſe 1 in Power, I fear not the Calumny 
of Minions in Fayour, Hawkers of miniſteria} 
Falſhoods, Advocates for Deſtroyers of their 
* er. even M5 themſelves, Com 
Wt 5 


Is 


l 7 ] 


15 what ah he boss ufig dpplantint tis 


juſt, what honeſt Engiiſbman ſhall diſapprove 
of my Conduct? Whatever Diſtance either 
Chance, Birth, or Riches, may have placed 
between me and a Prime „ muſt 


be yet more between him and his Country 
No Subject can be ſo ſuperior to mo in Rank, 


as this Nation is above him in Dignity. If I 
preſume te examine the Underſtanding of him 
who preſides at the Helm, let it be:remems 


beted it is becauſe I am convinced his 


Weakneſs miſguides his Fellow-Sabjects. If I 


am blamed for daring to arraign his Conduct, ii 


is becauſe I am ſatisfied his Preſumption may 


ruin his Country. Acquit me then or _— | 


me, as he bs innocent or gailty. 


Howzrven, Lende sg bande den 


whieh juftified Demoſthenes the Athenian, and 


immortalized his Name, ſhall at leaſt find me, 
an Engli/bman, preſent Favour and Applauſe; 


and Zeal fot the Conſtitution of my 2 
vindicate me in the Hearts of all-Neg, who | 
yet preſerve the r a erer is "their 
Wr n 51 by ales. + 499 Nl . 
GOES ot, 

ar we rofelnblocks Greeks arid Reems, 
the Syinptons 2 Liberty and Virtue, 
C ner 
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1 180 
kiperior Wiſdom inthe Conduct of our Mrs 
can alone reinſtate and preſerve us. Let us then 


examine on what our Expectations are founded, 


and what is to be expected enen aſe who 


dafs! in public Affairs. 


* . nel 0 

II "HOO my preſent Debgn to een op 
before. your Eyes the Ghoſts of Mal-Admini- 
ſtration, or turn them back on the Conduct of 


the two Brothers, during the laſt Wars; 1 


mean not now to awaken your Attemion to 


that Flood of Pollution and Corruption, which 


has been let out, to deluge Integrity and Ju- 
ſtice ; Ewiſli not to bting paſt Crimes to your 
Remembrance, ſquandering . your Properties, 
and invading your Liberties, to aggravate the 
preſent Miſconduct, or tread backwards thoſe 


Paths which lead to unraveling ml Ini- 


quity vel will not hint the Inattention which 
prevailed dur ing the French naval Armaments 
and U ſut pations in America. Objects within 
the Ken of every Eye, Tranſactions of Ve- 
rRewday, What has lately paſſed by Land and Sea, 


ſhall belain before yu. Behold thoſe with | 


Attention, judge impartially from the Conduct 
in theſe Affaits, what is the Force of that Ca- 
pacityv which directs them, then remember 
that England * end 1 reflect 


Sv 1180 Ii Olle 


ſ rg 1 
one „Moment on the L Danger? which bung 
—— it. 8 05 L289 10 
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'To weak every minute e let uh 
begin wa examining the Conduct of our 
Naviesig ed n f noimeltA 52: og o 
2 VS St.” : 1451550 >. "Y — 8 f "M1 } 

No Man, 1 believe; will 80 to deny 
derb true Intelligence, of what employs our 
Enemies, is neceſſary to all Miniſters: who 
Id. ſucceſsfully oppoſe their Machinations 3 
houghtit may be difficult to obtain a-ſure 
Knowledge of that Expedition which a Fleet 
is deſtined to go upon, it muſt be an eaſy 
Taſk to be aſcertained of the Number of Ships 
they ate equipping. The Boſom of one Man 
only may be conſcious of the Intention of a 
naval Atmament, when Thouſands muſt 
know the Number which are arming. The 
Miniſter may be incorruptible, and the Secret 
impoffible to hg penettated. Amonꝑſt the 
Multitudes employed in preparing this Force, 
many may be found, and infinite Ways con- 
trived, to know the Number of our Ene- 
mies Ships. Without this preuious Know- 
ledge, on what Baſis can it be preſumed me 
oppoſe" the Fleets of our Enemies? Yet: this : 
. ſo caſily procured; muſt 
7 3 be 
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be \cdnfefled to have been tqtally negleQed, 
; diſregarded, or unobtained ; or, which is yet 
more flagrant, the higheſt Imputation « of Folly 


| ſent 40 command a Squadron. of Men of War, 


[=] 


e ee eee oi 5 


. 0 prove this Aſſertion, let us begin with 
ſaying, that it was decided that the French 


Fleet at Breſt ſhould be oppoſed by the Eng- 


lb, and it's Deſtruftion reſolved upon; let us 


now caſt our Eyes an the Manner in which 


this Deſign was plann'd, and the Way in 
hich it it was intended to be accompliſhed. | 7 HY 


5 exe ute this Ar Baſcawen Fug 


and in nee of that Reſolve ſet Salli 
from off 4 mouth the Twenty ſeventh of 
April, with a Fleet confiſting of eleven Ships 


pr the Line and one Frigate. It has fince ap- 


ed, that his Orders were to cruize on the 

nks of Newfoundlend, to ait the Arrival 

of the French Fleet, and ſons their e 
age to America: | 


Tur endiog this e e ail 
Beſeawen, is a clear Proof that our M—— rs 


imagined the Number it contained was ſuffi- 
ken to * the W F leet ; or it muſt 


tren Days after Mr Beſcuwen, and ten after the 
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1 h game, . geg ſentouf 


nequal td the Attempt, that that Behaviour 


—_ be but little better than dooming theii 


a Sacrifice, On the ſixth of Muy the ; French 
Fleet, conſiſting of Twenty-five Ships of the 


Line, ten of which were employed as Tranſ- 


ports, their lower deck guns being 


taken out z 


the reſt fully armed, failed from Co 11 


ee 


Is . of hv Sn that thi 


Fleet was failed, and the-Number of it, Adv 


miral Holbourne was diſpatched with fix Ships 
of the Line and one Frigate, and failed from 
off Plymouth the ſixteenth of ay, being nine- 


ſailing of 6 the Frenc FAIR I, the Eg 


Admiral. 


that the M 


—y was abſolutely 


for this Expedition, before their failing ;-other- 
wiſe can it be preſumed they would not have 


| ſent a greater Number of Ships with Mr Boſe 


cawen at; firſt, ſince many more were ready for 
the Sea; or would they have ſent the Rein- 


nn 


a 1 | 
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'Tris Reinforcment i 19 an denials Proof © | 
unacquainited 
with the Namber of Ships equipping at Bref, 


known that Mr: Macnanara would have re- 
turned with nine Ships of the Line; the 

Number of the French Fleet then, ani the 

Part of it which _ return, were abſolute= 

lyiuriknowtito-our,M- —y befote it ſailed; for 

the laſt 9 acnted, but the Igno- 

kance of: the: Amen eee 1 

r mon: bell oma Viet lt an: 

Wn theſe nk Fleets were failed, let us 
now ſuppoſe that to happen, which our 
„ had preſunied and wiſheg at Admiral 

Boſcawen's ſailing might be the Euent of theit 
Orders; that is, that he might meet Macna- 
mara with his Squadron of Twenty- five Ships 
of the Line, ſixteen af which were prepared 
for fighting, and the reſt with their lowerl deck 

Guns out, proceeding as the My believed 

at the Time of Holbourne's lailing, for Norths 

America. 


* ＋ [2 # „ e 
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WIA would have hs Sk Bucht of this 
Rencounter, ſince Mr Boſcauen had received 
Orders to attack the French bt. aſk this 
Queſtion of Men who can look wih unpre- 
judiced Eyes on the Merits: of other Nations. 
With all; the true Bravery, Prudence, and 
Knowledge of that Commander in naval Af. 
hauts, and thoſe brave Captains joined with 


+» #4) 1121 him 
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him in the Expedition, is there a „*** 


ed Reaſon to believe that, Twenty-five French 
Men. of War, ciccumſtanced.. even as theſe. 
were, would have been defeated hy eleven Hngr 
liſh? If they had not, would not the ſhamer. 


ful Ignorance. of the My in the Number 
of the Enemy's Fleet, a Knowledge which 


every Man, might haye obtained Who would 
have been at the Expence f paying for it, and 
ſurely. the Farſimony of publie Money is nagt 
the preſent reigning Taſte, haye; proved the 
| Ferdition of his Majeſty's Fleeis and: Subjects, 


to, the everlaſting ibn of ou oe Nas 


a4 
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f N o exanifialy fubile, was the; Deſign 


of this Scheme, even the ſecond F leet, com. 


manded by Admiral Holbourne, would in all 
human. Probability have fallen into the Hands. 


of the French. Squadron alſo; for by the Re- 
dolt it / has appeared, that he didi not join Mr 
Baeſcauen vn 00 after Ws: em the 


Ait en Bid : 417 eld if ili i 
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Bir this Acciglegt.i it pn Pages * grea 


«ft, Probability, have happened. that Adi 
| Boſcawen being defeated the tenth af June, 
the * the Engliſb and French Fleet met in 
"T1 Darkneſs 


2 — —————— — 


1am) 


Darkneſs and: Fogs on the Banks of News. 


Soundland, that Mr Holbourne might have 


faffered: the ſame Fate eleven Days after, the 
very Time of his arriving at theſe Parts. I 
mean, if the 32 Obſcurity Had not 
ſaved:the Engliſh Fleet, as it has the French, 


| Aeon was the probable Pleſumption when 
Me Holbeurne quitted the Engliſi Coaſt, and 
ſuch would have been the fatal Event, if Mar 
namara had continued the Voyage and Mr 
Beſcauen had met and engaged him. Judge 
then -how pernicious this Ignorance of the 
Number of the Enemy's Fleet would have | 
proved to this once illuſtrious Nation, had | 


fallen out as our ** originally 


_—_ z 


ney is extremly difficult to Wien a any N. 
on for Mr Holbourne's being diſpatched at all 
| e. Admiral Boſcawen, the very Diſtance 
n-the Times of {ailing of theſe Fleets rendered 
i improbable that he could join the firſt Ad- 
miral before the Engagement between him 
and Macnamara muſt have been totally de- 
cided, as is manifeſt by the Bu of f bis 2 
1225 * W | 
* 
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"oh appears Wes ſelf-evident, that the ſend- 
ing this Admiral could have anſwered no 
other Purpoſe than deſtroying two Fleets in- 

ſtead of one, and ſacrificing more of their 


Countrymen to the God of War, on 1 the Al- 


tar of Ignorance. 


Tax Eſcape then with which theſe two 


Fleets have been favoured, and the Succeſs 


which the firſt obtained in taking two French 


| Men of War, inconſiderable as it is, cannot 
with the leaſt Appearance of Juſtice be attri- 


buted to the ill-plann'd Deſigns of thoſe who 
ſent them on the Expedition. Can thoſe Men 
be intitled to Praiſe for an Error in Judgment, 


in the French Admiral's Return, of which they 
knew nothing? and who, if he had proceed- 


ed on the whole Voyage to America, would in 
all Probability have ruined the two Fleets of 
England, ſent as they were one after the other 
on this Expedition? With what Ptopriety | 
then can this unforeſeen Event be imputed to 
_ Fore-thought of thoſe who preſide: in 
| and naval Affairs; ſhall the Advan- 
— of Accidents, unimagined, be laid to the 
Account of their Penetration and Wiſdom? as 
well may you attribute the Winds which blew 


the Fleet o the Coaſt of America to their Sa- 
en : | D gacity, 


9 26 4 — 
gacity, as the little Succeſs which they have 
obtained in the Voyage. T he juſt Reward of 
theſe Men then, is the Diſhonour of planning 
No Expedition that, through the Ignorance of 
what Numbers the Enemies Squadron was 
formed, would in all human Probability have 
been the Perdition of two Engliſb Fleets, and 
Thouſands of brave Men Ad alfa] e 
of eee betten 
1 5 vr as there wane; be Hei 20 

prompted by national Prejudice, believe that 
Admiral Boſcatwen with his eleven Ships was 
a Match for Macnamara and five and twenty 
French Men of War; let us, ſuppoſing this to 
be true, examine the Prudence with which, un- 
oy m 12 the N was $ conducted. b 


Fr xs T it is a ans aten Truth, that there 
can be no Evidence or Intelligence vf a Fleet's 
ſailing to any Part of the Globe, equally cer- 
tain with that of it's leaving the Port i in which 
it is equipt; the firſt, however well founded 
it may be in the Opinion and Judgment of 
an Enemy, can in it's Nature be no more than 
caſual and the Height of Probability ; the ſe- 
cond muſt be Nn. and N wu. 


rn 
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MIN IS TE Rs may alter the Nature of their 
Deen in an Hour, and ſend a Fleet which 
was originally equipping for one Part of the 
World, to another; they may purpoſely give 
out different Tales to cover their Intentions, 
or the Powers engaged againſt them may be 
left to divine it's Intent only; theſe Circum- 
ſtances may alter or conceal the true Place of 
it's Deſtination. But no Change of Sentiment 
or Diſguiſe can prevent a Fleet's being diſco- 
vered in failing out of that Port in whict'it is 
armed, whether deſtined to the Baliic or 
Africa, America or Japan, however dubious 
the Place of its Deſtination may be; neither 
of theſe can alter any thing i in it's Manger of 
leaving the Harbour i in Which! it is 3 for : 
_ the Seas. W e 


— 
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SUPPOsING h the Strength of the French 
Fleet had been perfectly known, and Mr Beoſ- 
cawen had commanded a Force lofficient to 
have defeated it, which he might with Eaſe 
have had under his Command, there being at 
that Time twenty Ships of the Line at Spitbead 
more than his Squadron, moſt of them fully 
mann'd. Is there a Boatſwain of the Fleet who 
would have ſent the Admiral to the Banks of 
Newfoundland, where Darkneſs, palpable like 
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the Agybtian, is known, by every common ; 


Sailor in the Navy, to reign three ſucceſſive 


Months in the Year, in one of which the 


French Fleet muſt have paſs d theſe Parts of the 
Seas; where Fogs that conceal more effectually 


than the darkeſt Night all Objects which paſs 


within the Length — a Ship, muſt have faved 4 


the greateſt Part of that Fleet which they were 
ſent to deſtroy? A Place to which they never 
might arrive, or never be ſeen if they did. 
The Conſequence of their being ſent has evi- 


dently proved the Truth of this Obſeryation. 


Wy AT ſhall then Ne Gard ! in Favour of that 
Man, who ardered the Engliſb Navy from thoſe 
Parts where the Enemies Fleet muſt inevita- 
tably paſs, to one where they might not have 
act ordered to fail? To deſert a Part in 
which they muſt be viſible to all the Squadron, 


for one in which they would probably be enve- 


loped in a Cloud, like Areas ſecured from 
the Eyes of all Beholders? What is this but 


ſending Ships the long Voyage to America, 
with the greateſt Riſque of miſling in thoſe 


Seas that which they myſt have met in the 


Britiſb Channel? Is not this the firſt In- 


ſtance of an Underſtanding that has preſided 


over F lets and Armies, that Preferred @ may 


be 


a0] 
be to a Demonſtration, and quitted a real Ad- 
vantage in Certainty, for one of leſs Value in 
Probability only ? Is it not owing to this Cauſe 
that ſo little Utility has been reaped from this 
Expedition, and the French Fleet eſcaped al- 
moſt unſeen? Was there ever a Perſon till 
this Time who would have deſerted the Door 
of the Houſe of that Man he wanted to meet, 
and who muſt come out of it, to ſeek him in 
the Streets where he never might paſs, and 
prefer even Darkneſs to the noon-tide Hour, 
for that Buſineſs? Is there a Country Gentle- 
man who could judge ſo diametrically wrong? 
would he have ſent his Latin — to ſhoot 
Woodcocks by Night? 85 


Yer ſuch is the Goodpeb of Heaven, 
Mr Boſcawen was prepared, inferior _ 
Fleet which left Bre; the Abſurdities of 
theſe Directors have preſerved our Navy from 
a Defeat, and our Nation from a greater pub- 
lic Diſgrace. For if Mr Boſcawen had been 
ordered off Bre/?, the Place which in right 
Reaſon he ought to have been ordered, the 
Ignorance of our M— 
that Fleet which firſt left Breſt, would have 
proved the Deſtruction of him and the Eng- 
liſh Squadron, So Sracipus was the Will of 

Heaven, 
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dom. This Conduct of our M 
however without it's Advocates; the Reaſons 
for juſtifying their Proceedings in this Manner 


[ 30 2 | a 
Heaven, and ſo abſurd the Judgment of thoſe 


who preſide over naval Affairs in ent King- 
rs is not 


are yet more extraordinary than the Behaviour 
itſelf: It is moſt gravely urged in Defence of 
this Conduct, that the French Squadron was 


not attacked in Europe, becauſe their Allies, 


particularly the Spaniard, ſhould not take Um- 
brage at our Behaviour; or ſuch an Action 


bring on Hoſtilities in Europe. What kind of 
Capacities muſt theſe Men poſſeſs, who can 
imagine that an Engh/hman of common Senſe 


can be cajoled with ſuch frivolous Pretenſions 
to a Juſtification of wrong Meaſures? Who 
can be deluded to believe, that a Fleet, freight- | 
ed in France with Arms, Ammunition, Sol- 
diers, and Proviſions for America, can create 


any Difference of Opinion in a Nation, whe- 


ther it be defeated on the Coaſt of Fares or | 


the Banks of Newfoundland? Theſe Advocates 


muſt have well ſtudied Grotius and Puffen- 
dorjj, who make this Diſtinction; and un- 
derſtand human Nature to great Perfection, 


who conceive, that the Spaniſh Miniſtry can 


be influenced againſt England, or to it's Ad- 


vantage, in Favour of, or contrary to it's own 


Intereſt, 
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Intereſt, to join or oppoſe the Power of 


France, by ſo ſubtle a Diſtinction, as our not, 
engaging that French Fleet in Europe, which 
you determine to deſtroy in America x. A. 
Defeat in this Part of the World of one half 
of the French Navy, would have humbl 
the Gallic Arrogance, prevented Spain 
the Allies from joining the King of — 3 
and cooled their Ardor for War, in Proportion 
as it diminiſhed the Powers with which it 
muſt be ſuſtained, 1 % nad + 85 
19007 
Tak depriving 0 our Epemigs, of Fig gh mi- 
litary Force, is the moſt effectual Method of 
intimidating their Allies from joining them: 
few chuſe the ſinking Side of a Queſtion, 
and add a Probability of their own Ruin to 
that of thoſe ho are already deſtroying; 
Though the drowning Perſon , ſeizes .every 
thing to ſave himſelf; yet few catch hold of 
him that 1s finking, with the View of going 
along with him. But in the Manner we have 


proceeded, what have we done but behaved 


* - Hp 
8 4 712 , 
Ws. 6. a * py 
* « ; : 


* That this was given out as a Reaſon to cover their 
Miſtakes, and not thro' any juſt Apprehenſion of 25 


Reſentment, is now evident from the taking the French 


Merchant-Ships, and Mr Hawke's crufiing 15 their Men 
of War in the * Seas. 
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like Foschets; with all that little deſpicable 
Cunning of ſending our Ships at a Diftance, to 
effect what it was prevented from doing by 


the Nature of the Place: A Specimen of that 
mean Timidity and Weakneſs of Capacity, 
proceeding from the Exercife of corrupting, | 
and being corrupted, which has been long too 
manifeſt in all our m- 


| Meaſures. A = 
poſition which effectually diſg races a M 
and infallibly ruins a Nation. What have we 


done more than ſhewn, that our Navy, though | 
the moſt powerful, and our Seamen the brav- 


eſt ; by the wrong Judgment and ſiniſter Di- 
rection of our Rulers in m— -i Affairs, can 
* rendered abſolutely ineffectual? Fans 


WE have cautioned and riot t chaſtiſed the 


French; we have ſent a brave Admiral, brave 


Officers, brave Sailors, and ſeventee Line of 
Battle Ships on a uſeleſs Parade to Nova Scotia, 

at an immenſe Expence, to take two French 
Men of War and to loſe one of our own. 
We have been the Witneſſes to the landing 
their Troops in America, and not prevented 
their Expedition. Such is the Concluſion of 
all the boaſted Secrecy, Diſpatch, and raviſh- 


| ing free-born * from the Arms of their 


n 
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Wives and Children; and ſuch the Reſult of 
5 the Wan of our m1 Conductora. | 


Tus then Fans Men the a and 


Conduct of our naval Armaments; let us 
now turn our Eyes on thoſe of our Lands 


Forces, and candidly enquire, if the Wiſdom 
of our M——rs has ſhone forth more emi- 
nently in the Management and Defipn of 


aur Og on the Continent of e 4 2 To 


hip was at length wehelend,: that. Qancoil 
Braddock, with two Regiments, and all neceſ- 


ſary Proviſion for a Siege, ſhould be ſent to 
America, ta defeat the Schemes of the French 


Nation, which had been artfully uſurping the 


Dominions of our Sovereign. And here it is 


impoſlible to avoid remarking, that the Alarm 


which was ſpread againſt the French Inſolence, 


and the Meaſures taken in conſequence of it, 
were not ſo much undertaken from the Repte- 
ſentations of the various Provinces of America, 


as from the private Intereſt which a certain 


Quaker had in the y, to whom 


Lands on the River Obie. had been granted by 


the Governor of Virginia, wig * — 


bann ratified in NON EL: 1 200 
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Tus Man, being at the Head of a Set 
which has conſtantly ſupported the M=—r 
in all his ſtrenuous Endeavours for Power, and 
Deſigns upon his Country, was attended to 
with greater Deference, and had more Weight 
than the Remonſtrances of Two Millions of 
faithful American Subjects, who were ſtill to- 
tally neglected: So much can the Intereſt of 
one Man, who heads a factious Sect in favour 
of a M—-r, prevail beyond the public Good 
of the Subjects of this Kingdom, and the 
— of ir 8 Sovereign. 


our ba ſeated on the Obio, i in thoſe 
Lancs which were granted to this Quaker, 
was the Object which General Braddock, and 
the Britiſb Forces were deſtined to demoliſh ; 
the French were to be diſlodged from theſe | 
| _ at all Adventures. 


-AND in this Place it muſt ftrike the Senſe 
of every Man who reflects one Moment, that 
this very Perſon, whoſe paſſive Principles of 
Chriſtian Patience prevent him from bear- 
ing Arms in Defence of this Land, which was 
granted him, had yet the unrelenting Con- 
ſcience to obtain many Hundreds of his Fel 
ee to their Lives, and fall a 

& Sacrifice 


1 


Sacrifice in repoſſeſſing his Property. Such are 
the Proceedings of this Sect of Anti- conſtitu- 
tional and pernicious Beings. „ * | 


Tn E Expedition, however, being ſet on 
foot, the ſame Identical Quaker, who had In- 
fluence ſufficient to get it reſolved on at firſt, 
had yet the farther Intereſt of it's being deſti- 
ned to defend Virginia: The Reaſon of this 

will ſoon appear more evident; and here, not- 
withſtanding we ſhould allow Fort Lequeſne 
to be a Place which ought to be attacked, we 
muſt infiſt that Penſylvania was the Place 
where the ion as OREN to have been diſem- 
barked. ane 


Fixs x, This Deng "OR fuller of OR 
bitants, and all kinds of Handicraft Workmen, 
could have eaſily ſupplied whatever an Army 
might have ſtood in need of at that Time, 
Virginia being a Land cultivated by Negroes, - 
muſt, for that Reaſon, be more deſtitute of 


European Settlers, than Colontes where n | 


are not in uſe. 


or con DLY, The additional Numbers which 
might have been thought neceſſary to have 
bo raiſed for this Expedition to the Obio, 
04 © would 


— 


__TJo6]- 
would have been more caſily fried in Penji 
vania chan Virginia. | 


 TrirDLyY, The requiſite Attendants of a 
Military Expedition, fuch as Horſes, Carts, 
Cattle, Fexnifion, and all kinds of Tools, are 
1n greater Plenty in Penſjlvania than Virginia. 
This. is evident from the Neceſſity the Army 
in Virginia was under, of having thoſe Uten- 
ſils en from ne before it 
marcl hed, a 


 FounTnLY, The March of the Troops te to 
Fort Begueſne from Philadelphia, had been for 
TY * onger Part of the Road through a 
ſettled and cultivated Country, where all Kinds 
of Refreſhments which are uſeful for an Army 

in hot Countries, and fatiguing Marches, 
might have been ſupplied with greater Eaſe, 


Tux important Advantages which attended 
Penſyloania above Virginia, though repre» 
ſented to our Mrs in the moſt ſtrong and 
demonſtrative Manner, were all neglected and 
over-ruled by the private nn * en 


of one Quaker. 


+ Tantum ille potuit ſuadere nalrum. 


Is 
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1s it not obvious to all Apprehenſions that 
a Tobacco- Merchant, eſpecially if he be he 
Head of his Profeſſion in London, muſt have 
more [Intereſt in Virginia than in Penſylvania, 
his Correſpondence being with the former, 
which produces the Commodity he traffies in 
and not with the mann wan not | 
raiſe hat In * 


Is it not certain alſo 4 hs Neveflity of 
Trade, that he muſt have many outſtanding 
and dubious Debts in that Colony, and from 
the Nature of Man, and more particularly from 
the Nature of a Quaker, that he muſt wiſh 
to have theſe hazardous Debts rendered more 
probable to be paid; and With 1 
that he would embrace an Opportunity of pur⸗ 
ting his Debtors in a Way df — na 
whatever his Country might ſuffer 2: ae 1 | 
Correſpondence i is the largeſt of any Merchant's. 
in this City with the Colony: of Virginia, and 
his Intereſt the ſtrongeſt with-the , ' be 
clearly forefaw that an Army ſent to Virginia 
could; not be ſuſtained without large — 
Money, and that the Remittance of it muſt 
fall to his Share: which very Circumſtance be- 
ing attended with at leaſt to and a half per 
Cent. was an Object too replete with Advan- 
PLD | tages 
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tages to be neglected by a Money-loving Mer- 
cantile Man, detached from all other Conſide- 
rations of e 5 / 


Tu HESE Circumſtances then. duly de 
to, would they not perſuade many a Man, 
who is not firmly convinced of the ſincere 
diſintereſted Spirit and patriot Love which a- 
nimates a Quaker's Heart, that Virginia was 
preferred to Penſylvania fer the lucrative Con- 
ſiderations abovementioned, | 


Bur as this Se& has ever behaved with 
ſach particular Zeal to defend their own Coun- 
try, and ſingular Attachment to-it's Welfare, 
diveſted of all Deſire of private Advantage, 
what can the moſt malevolent Imagination 
ſuggeſt againſt the Behaviour of this * 


r 


; Lr me es ſuppoſe a Thing not abſolute- 
1 impoſſible, That this Deſign of his pro- 
curing the Troops to be ſent to Virginia, took 
it's Source from an Error of Juagient; that 
the Good of his Country was his Object, tho? 
he was miſtaken in his Aim, and though his 
private Intereſt was the ſole Retul; of his De- 
; by „ yet he propoſed it for the Public. How 


N | 


tai _ 
ſhall we, even in this View of T unge, apo- 


logize for the Mrs who were drawn into 
ſo en a Miſtake ? 


Po! UGH It might be lowed; that dies 
chants may be vindicated in not underſtanding. 
to what Part of the American Continent a 
Military Force ought to be ſent, which was 
deſtined to attack Fort Legueſne, yet a M— r 
whoſe peculiar Province it is to ſuperintend 
the public Welfare, the Lives, Properties, Ad- 
vantages, and Commerce of has Fellow-Sub- 
jets in Peace and War, cannot avoid Con- 
demnation for ans miſtaken and has J adg- 
* ASE With ts 
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Tux may indeed be Men who may ima- 
gine, that this Quaker was truly acquainted: 
with the Difference and Diſadvantage which 
attended Virginia more than Penſylvania, and 
that Self-Intereſt, more than the public Wel- 


fare, weighed in obtaining the Troops being 


ſent to the Colony of Virginia. If this c 
tion ſhould meet a general Reception a 
Mankind, how ſhall we then account for 2 
M r's being duped to the Intereſt of a 
private” Quaker, or reconcile national Niſgrace 
and lender Intellects, with 2 ol Direct 


S | ing 


[42] 
ing in W and __ the Affairs of a whole 
Nation? 5 = 


3 what has been ſaid, does it * 


evidently appear, that allowing Fort Leguęſne 
to be an Object which demanded: our Atten- 


tion, and that a Military Force was neceſſary 
to be ſent from theſe Kingdoms to reduce it, 


that Virginia was the Spot which ought not 
to be e to Penſylvania 2 

TA Is chen, abſurd as it may appear, is 
evon leſs than what we ſhall ſoon lay beface 1 
your Eyes, ſhall we venture to aſſert, that the 


whole Armament which was deſigned. and 


ſent to the Demolition of this little Fortifica- 


tion, the Money which it has and will coſt 


the Nation, and Lives which it has laviſhed 
in the Service of a non- reſiſting Quaker, were | 
altogether uſeleſs and unneceflary ; nay, that 

even Succeſs in the Expedition to this Fort, 
could have been attended with no poſſible Ad- 
vantage, whether the Attempts of the Ame- 
ricans ſucceed or miſcarty at Na, and 
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* 0 prove weld we have dias Sarto, | 


ke 1 us. caſt — Mr Hufes Map of 
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North- America, by much the moſt accurate 
of all thoſe which have been given to the 
Public. | 


LET us obſerve from what Part of the Do- 


minions poſſeſſed by the French, the Supplies, 
Proviſion, and Men neceſſary for the Support- 


ing Fort Lern, muſt be drawn. „ 


Ir is a Truth univerſally Adee 
that Canada is the only part which can afford 


theſe Requiſites to the Parts where the French 
Forts are built from Quebec to Fort Lequeſne ; 
this happens becauſe the Method is by an eaſy 
Tranfit, and Things are commodiouſly franſ- N 
ported, the whole Diſtance being almoſt Wa- 
ter Carriage, from the Mouth of Sf Lawrence. 


River, to the Forts on the Obio. WE 


1 
5 7 BY E 4 
bo 


Tur Miſiſipi is too diſtant for a March < 
by Land, and the Navigation of the meander- 
ing Obio too long to be attempted by Water. 
Indeed it is a known Fact, that the Northern 


Settlements of the French ſupply all theſe 4 


Parts with Recruits, Ammunition, and Pro- 


viſion. 
3 


D 


To attack Fort Lequeſae at all then ſeems 
2 abſurd, becauſe all W for that C 
EY F | 3 Place 


„ 


tat - 
Place being neceſſitated to paſs. by the Fortifi« 
cation at Niagara, ſituated between the two 
Lakes Erie and Ontario, whoever becomes 
Maſter of that Fort, neceſſarily cuts off all 
Communication and Power of Support from 
Fort Lequeſne, and this latter Place muſt of 
conſequence ſurrender itſelf in a very little 
Time, into the Hands of thoſe who poſſeſs 
| Niagara: This Aſſertion is as true, as that the 
Power which can cut off the River Thames at 
Maidenhead, and turn it into a new Channel, | 
prevents Windſor. from * ae wich | 
that Water. 180 | 


Tu ls Fonification of Niagara then ſitua- 
ted. between the Lakes, being abſolutely the 
Paſs. by. which all, Supplies muſt go to Le- 
— the taking that alone ſhould have k been 
the Object of our Forces. 


Tus Debi ien on {- 595 th lap ng all to 
have been, honeſt that produced it, could have 
taken, it's Riſe from nothing but want of 
| Knowledge in common Geography : No Eye 
that follows the Courſe in the Map, which is 
always taken by the Canadian French from 
Quebec to Fort Legueſue, but muſt be necef- | 
ſarily convinced that the taking Magara would 
have anſwered all the Purpoſes of poſſeſſing 
0s and ATI. - 7 Ta US 


[43] 
Tuus the diſgraceful Defeat of our Army, 
the Diſreputation of our General, the Deſtruc- 
tion of our Subjects, the Expence of the Ex- 
pedition, and Diſhonour of the Nation, might 


| have been prevented. 


| B 7 alas! ſuch has 8 the undeviating 
Cuſtom of the Engl: , ſince the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the late Earl of Or—d, to bear Ioſults 
from all Nations inaftentively, 'till the Reſer- 
voir of Injuries being full, the Banks are broken 
down, and the Torrent of Reſentment ruſh- 
ing forth with too much Impetuoſity, deſtroys 
by it's Violence and Quantity, the very Bene- 
fit which it would otherwiſe have afforded hy 
being deliberately and juſtly diſpenſed abroad. 


Top flow in our Reſolves in the Begin- 
ning, and too impetuous in the Execution of 


them at laſt, the Zeal for doing, too frequent- 22 


ly defeats the Reaſons and Powers hie con- 
duct and mt our n | 

THERE are not wanting indeed Men well 
acquainted with thoſe Parts of America, who, 
with great Appearance of Truth, and Force of 
Argument, alledge, that a few armed Veſſels 
on the Lake Ontario, would have ſecured us 
a ary and eaſy it of * and Fort 


"FE 2 Legugęſne. 


A 
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1 queſne. i is indubitably true, that no Ship 


of ek or Burden can enter that Lake from 


the Head of the River St Lawrence: Conſe- 
quently the Engli/þ Ships being firſt ſet a 
ſwimming on the Lake Ontario, they muſt 


have prevented all Supplies from going by 


Water to Niagara, as well as deſtroyed all 
Ships pretended to be built on the Borders of 
the Lake by the French; as the Engliſb by 


that Conduct would become . Maſt 


| of that Water. 


Hexce, by the 1 of theſe Ships, it 
being rendered impracticable to ſupply Nia- 


ara and Fort Legueſne, a few Months con- 
ſuming the preſent Proviſion, would have 


given us Poſſeſſion of both; Famine being an 
Enemy which no human Power can reſiſt. 


Tu us then, by obſerving this Conduct, 50 
ſmall Expence, a prudent Patience, a-ſteady 


'Perſeverance, and a little Time, would have 


accompliſhed what has already failed in one 
Part, | 

Lex us however ſuppoſe, that it was ; abſo- 5 
lutely neceſſary that an Army ſhould be ſent 
to the beſieging Fort Legueſne from England. 
ſhall we be permitted the Liberty of aſk mY 


Sy Www YT 


s 


thoſe who hats the General for this Expedi- | 
tion, and directed the Undertaking, Whether 
a hot impetucus Arrogance of Temper is that 
which is adapted by Nature, or ſhould be 
pitched upon in a Man who is ſent to com- 


mand an Army in a new Land, where Hard- 


' ſhips, more than in European Countries, muſt 


be undergone by the Soldier, where Affability 


and Compaſſion, Gaiety, Popularity, and En- 


couragement in a General, are the neceſſaty 


Ingredients to ſweeten and palliate the Bitter- 


neſs of that Draught which War adminiſters 
to the Taſte of all Nations, and to win the 
Nn to bis G and e er 


i a Man of common e 


have ſent a ſelf · willed, ſelf-ſufficient, raſh Com- 
mander, to oppoſe an Enemy in a Country re- 


plete with Opportunities and Situations for 


| Ambuſcade and Snare ? The Genius of which 
People is to combat their Enemies in that way 


of Fighting; a Man whoſe very Preſumption, 


Idea of Security, and Contempt of his Enemy, 
effectually deceived him into the Ruin of his 


brave Officers and his Army, with an Addi- 


tion of Diſgrace to his own peculiar Deſtruc- 
tion; ſucha Diſpoſition in a General, is a greatet 
Advantage to a diſcreet Enemy than a thou: 
land dein Men added to theit * L 
171041 WT 
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Aub here permit me to obſerve, that it 
ſeems owing to this want of. Jodgenent in 
thoſe who have long appointed dur Command- 
ing Officers, that the Panic at Preſton Pans, 
the Fatality, as it is politely called, at Falkirk, 
the Flight at Port L'Orient, and che Diſgrace 
at Fort Lequeſne, have thus ſucceeded each 
other, in a great meaſure, as well as to the uni- 
verſal Corruption of thoſe Men from which 
FR * are * y . 


HA the Soldiers poſſeſſed a Fall Confi- 
dence in either of the Generals, who com- 
manded on theſe Days, they would probably 
have behaved with the ſame Spirit they did 
at Culloden, when the Duke of Cumberland, 
in whom every Soldier confided, led them to 
an eaſy Conqueſt, and routed the . at g 
4 that Place. | { 
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IT is this Gase * an Army i in their #" 
General which unites every Hand into one 
Action, animates every Heart to the ſame Obe- 
dience, and executes, by à happy Belief in I T 
their General's Excellence, what is vainly ex- 7 
pected from the exact Diſcipline 6f Exerciſe ¶ th 
in a Martinet; theſe are * e Means, and not BC 
. the Regulatity of moving the Legs of a whole ge 
Rank, which -incite and carry a Soldier on to T. 
V 7. Fon 


ab a 

Fo what has been already ſaid, is it not , 
ſelf- evident, that General Braddock ſhould; 
inſtead of dividing his Powers, have matched 
in Union with Mr Shirley to Niagara, if they 
were determined to. talts ths! Fort by's 4 land 


Force? ct 


„Bur * ah ABLE divided thiels Fortes! 
and his being defeated: four Days before Mr 
Shirley began his march for Niagdro! Mt Brad 
doc has given bis Enemies that received bini 
ſo fatally near Fort Lequeſne; the unexpected 
Opportunity! and Advantage of being at NA. 
gara before the Americans under the Com- 
mand of Mr Shirley, and aſſiſting their Coun- 
trymen with all the Ammunition, Cannon, 
and Baggage, which were taken at this diſ- 
graceful Defeat: This Circumſtance, if it? 
ſhould not totally prevent, will abſolutely re- 

tard the taking Nirgara, protein more Blood. 
"  fbed, and . more e NS. 
” 'Wuzn we reflect « on the Hchivivar 667 our 
Troops on this diſaſtrous Spot, ſo fatal to Eng- : 
liſo Honour, how can we refrain from obſerving | 
that the Irregulars of the Provinces held their 
Boſoms firm againſt that Battle, and that Dan- 
ger from which the Regulars and Diſciplined- 
i turned away; and tliat native Courage 
ſupplied 
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ſupplied to the uncorrupted nn what 
3 and Diſcipline could not e to the 


Soldiers of Great- Britain. 


amongſt the Farmers and» Peaſants, where 
Virtue yet remains in a much greater Degree, 
than amongſt that corrupt Rabble of perjured 
Corporation Borough-men, from whom the 
Soldiers are chiefly collected, where. every mo- 
ral and religious Influence being effaced by Bri- 


bery and Venality, all Senſe of Honour and 


Duty is deſtroyed, would be a more effectual 


Defence of the Kingdom from all foreign At- 
tacks, than ten times the Number of ſtand- 
ing Troops, ee of ſuch miſerable Miſ- ö 


cr . 


. T alas! fuck is the Difference i in Judg- 
ment and Conduct of that M. 
directs the Affairs of France and this Kingdom, 


—y which 


the Subjects of a Free Nation are not permitted 


to know the Uſe of Arms, and defend them- 
ſelves, their Liberties, King, and Country; 
whilſt thoſe which we treat as Slaves in that 


Nation, are encouraged to the Uſe of military 


Diſcipline, and entruſted with Arms to defend, 


Tuts, in my Opinion, offers an rive 
Proof, that a Militia in this Kingdom, raiſed 


. ˙ ·w A ĩ 6⅜jꝗs v1 


alas l what we call neither Liberty nor Property. 4 
Show 


——— 


a3 


Show me a greater Paradox in all Nature; and 
explain to me the Motives to this Behaviour 


in the different Mrs on juſtifiable Rea- . 
ſons, why a free People ſhould be denied the 
Power of defending their Freedom, and thoſe 
under a Monarchic Government ſhould be 
openly encouraged to fight for Slavery? Is 
Bravery more natural to Slaves than Freemen ? 
or is Deſpotiſm a more animating Motive to 
the Perſon who lives under it, oy the 
Charms of Liberty? | > Bo 


Tat; my Countrymen, I 3 with the 
utmoſt Impartiality, laid before your Eyes the 
true Proceedings of thoſe who have lately con- 
ducted our Fleets and Armies. From this View 
does it not too plainly appear, that the Direc- 
tion of each has been totally miſtaken? Provi- 
dence indeed, in Pity to this favourite Ifle, has 
almoſt deviated from the common Courſe of 
Nature, and once more ſaved it's Fleets from 
Diſgrace, in ſpite of all the Ignorance that ſu+ 
perintended them. A Miracle only conld have 
ſaved the Army commanded by a ſelf-willed 
General, who arrogantly deſpiſing the Powers 
of his Enemy, fell the Victim of his own F OF 
and their * n 
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How contemptible muſt we appear in the 
Eyes of all Europe, from this Imbecility of 


ml Judgment in the Choice of Gene- 
rals, what Expectations of Succeſs may not 


our Foes flatter themſelves with, from this vi- 
fible Inequality of Underſtanding in thoſe 
who direct, to the Greatneſs of thoſe Powers 


which are to be conducted by them during | 


a War, when they have ſeen a State the 
Rronge in maritime Force ſo totally diveſted 
of all Advantage, by the ſiniſter Application 
of it's Navy; an immenſe Fleet preventing not 
their Enemies from being ſupplied with every 
thing neceſſary to ſupport themſelves during a 
War? What muſt we conceive will be the 
ultimate Event, when Mrs, by the natural 
Bent of their Underſtanding, can defeat all our 


Armaments with ſcarce an Enemy to oppoſe 


them? Will they whoſe Capacities, in Tran- 
quillity and at Eaſe, might have planned the 


Deſtiuction of their Enemies Fleet, and yet 


have failed, be equal to the Conduct of a ge | 
der War, and Succeſs? 1 


WIII not thoſ> who have been the ductile 
Dupes of their own Incapacity, and a Quaker's 
ſelf· intereſted Deſigns, in appointing uſeleſs 

Expeditions and unequal Generals, be eternal- 
Iy bewildered in the Turbulence of a general 
War, 


fant. 
War; and the Attention which is MI to 
a Multiplicity of Affairs? 


WII L thoſe then be leſs open to es 
Schemes of their Enemies, than to their own 
Follies, and the Defigns of their deceitful 
Countrymen? Will thoſe Eyes which could 
not diſcern the true Object that ſhould be pur- 
| ſued, when one only was in Agitation, be ca- 

pable of ſuperviſing to the infinite Calls of a 
general War ? 


Wu AT more beneficial Suggeſtion in Fa- 
vour of France could Monſieur Machault have 
inſinuated into the Imagination of our M=—=r, 
_ than this, of concealing the Fleet of England 

in Fogs impenetrable to human Viſion, ren- 
_ dering them inviſible and uſeleſs? Who but 
this Bayes in Politics can. elevate and ſur- 
prize in ſo amazing a manner? He has con- 
cealed his Ships in Darkneſs as effectual as his 
Nameſake did his Army at Knightſoridge. Is 
not this, as a certain Speaker 1 in Pt began 

Hes Speech; © New in Politics, new in War, 
| * and new in Council. * 


I is more than probable that Macnamara, 
not meeting. our Fleet in the European Seas, 
had Orders to return, and confide in their Invi- 
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Gbility on the Banks of Newfoundland for their 


ſafe Arrival in America. In this how little 
was he deceived? 


- 
— 


Hxxex it too evidently appears, that we 


are in that ſinking State which, through all 


Ages, has attended the Want of Underſtand- 


ing and Virtue. If then the Reſurrection of 


a Nation from Sloth and Corruption, to Ho- 
nour and Eſteem, depend on the Capacity of 
-rs who direct it, how dreary and 
barren is the Proſpect 1 is eternally offer- 


ed to our Bren ? 


| kin not t the ſettled Rule of . that 
the beſt Underſtandings ſhall always prevail at 


laſt, though in the Beginning ſometimes the | 
_ contrary appears true; yet here, alas! we want 


that flattering. Commencement. It is like the 
Calculation of Chances; though the Perſon 
that deals at Pharo may be worſted once or 
more, he muſt infallibly get the better at the 
Year's:End, and ruin thoſe who engage with 
him at the Concluſion. If then the Direction 
ofm I Affairs run on in this Channel, what 
ſhall defend us from national Deſtruction, 
which comes fſailirig down before the Wind 
d ment full armed upon us 
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Bor as my Intent in this Letter is to ad- 
moniſh you, my Countrymen, before it be too 
late, and not impute that to a criminal Heart 
which is but Error in Underſtanding ; to clear 
myſelf of all Malevolence againſt the private 
Characters of thoſe who ſuperintend ; I moſt 
ſincerely believe, that no pernicious Intention 
in the M-——y has been the Cauſe of theſe 
ill judged Undertakings and Miſcarriages; they 
have not taken their Source from Spleen, of 
Reſentment to a Party; which too often 
ing the Minds of M——rs, drives them into 

unbecoming Actions; their private Reſent- 
ment urging them to the public Ruin. | 


| I N this ae their Hearts being: not cul- 
pable will excuſe them for this ſingle Effay 
of their Incapacity, in the Opinion of all ho- 
neſt Men: But if the Ambition of preſiding in 
public Affairs, a Paſſion too often and too fa- 
tally mixed with Weakneſs of Underſtanding, 


ſhould ſtill goad them on to direct and ruin, 


what will then be their Due mum oo Hands: > : 


"Fur even cho ape may ola a Par- | 
4 it does not annihilate the Diſgrace which 
attends the Nation in conſequenee of it: Tho 
the Puniſhment due to premeditated Villainy 
cannot be imputed to the G. of thoſe Di- 

| rectors, 


vv? 
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rectors, yet the Sufferers are not alleviated by 
that Conſideration in the Diſtreſs which they 


bring to a Nation. Weakneſs and Incapacity 


are even more fatal and deſtructive than a 


wicked Heart joined to ſuperior Intellects in a 
M r: This laſt, thro' pure Underſtanding, 

will exert every Faculty; conceiving his own 
and his Country's Intereſt inſeparably united, 

his Judgment will correct his Miſtakes, and 
re-inſtate what may have been. originally 
wrong: But want of Intellect is irremediable ; 
no human Power can correct that Error; it's 


natural Lumpiſhneſs, like Gravitation in Mat- 


ter, making it tend for ever to the Center of 
Darkneſs; like Impotencein Nature, producing 
nothing, or but ill-ſhaped Monſters: It is the 


moſt incurable of all Diſeaſes of the Mind, 


Wu Ar I wiſh then, is not to abs you to 


the Deſtruction of theſe Men, but to your own 


Preſervation ; to awaken your Attention, that 
nods over the Ruin which ſurrounds you, that, 


like the paralytic Stroke, ſeems to benumb 
your Faculties. Riſe then to the Salvation of 


your expiring Country; urge to your Repre- 
ſentatives the Reſolution of obtaining a ſupe- 
rior Underſtanding, as eſſentially neceſſary to 
the Preſervation of this Kingdom, which * 

to be dear to every Engliſoman. h 
Do 


4 

Do not imagine I mean to intimidate you. 
with the Dread of Perils, or alarm you with 
the Idea of French Power, to the aſking an 
ignominious Peace. I am no Advocate but 
for my Country, and for Engliſh Glory : All I 
intreat you is, not by exclaiming againſt Prench 
| Perfidy to loſe the Sight of diſplacing thoſe, 
who, by the Want of Underſtanding, are yet 
11 Enemies t to this Nation. 


Av] kites that Succeſs muſt ultimately de- 


BH pend on Prudence and Underſtanding, that 


Heaven has originally determined that Human 
Glory ſhall be the Slave of theſe and Virtue, as 
your Lives and Properties, Liberties and Reli- 
gion, muſt be the ignominious Victims of 

wrong Judgment. Remember how dangerouſ- 

ly you are at preſent ſituated. Will not one 
Miſcarriage in Europe puſh you headlong into 
the Gulf of Perdition, from that Precipice on 
which you at preſent ſtand expoſed ? 


LET not the Clamour of Diſpatch, and Im- 
petuoſity of Warlike Preparation, deceive you 
into an Opinion of theſe Men. The headſtrong 
Horſe, whoſe Violence carries him without the 
Courſe, as effectually loſes the Race as that which, 
is diſtanced : The Traveller who rides Poſt out 
of the Way, is at the Evening only more tired 
and farther diſtant from his Home than he 


who 
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who trots on ſoberly; and Fleets and Alger: 
deſtined by ſtrong miſguided Impulſeto wrong 


Places, uſeleſs and inapplicable Deſigns, only 


Fer exhauſt the Powers of a Nation. 


. 


Lr me i lors you then t to remonſirate: to 
Majeſty itſelf, if your Repreſentatives refuſe 


your Petition, that able Heads may direct his 


Councils; and that Arms be intruſted to your 
Hands, in whom Safety can be only ex 


who love your King and Country, and are 


ready to offer up your Lives a Sacrifice to theix 


Preſervation and Welfare, 


Lee us not land chus, almoſt SY 8 


expoſed to the Attacks and Inſults of Two 


hundred thouſand Soldiers, defended by leſs 
than twenty thouſand: A Battle loſt in this 
Iſle decides the Fate of England. Remedy 
thoſe Evils; place yourſelves, your King, and 


Country in Security; chaſtiſe your Enemies 


by Sea. Believe me in what J have uttered, 

leſt, like the Troſans who neglected the Pro- 
pheciesof Caſſandra, ſelf- ſufficient, inattentive, 
and ſecure, you bewail too late the predicted 
Evil, when no human Powers can remove 
the Weight of that Ruin which now d 


; Fareatoing over you. 
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